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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Detailed Action 
Specification Objections 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 1 50 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there Is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, 'The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections- 35 U.S.C. 112 2"'' Paragraph 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See 
MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted steps are: stating how the second bank acquires the 
image of the check. From claim 1 it seems that the bank, which is trying to deposit the 
check, does all of the processing necessary to complete a transaction. 

Claim Rejections- 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
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3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) in view of the article titled. "A 
Shift in Check Clearing and Settlement Technology" by Mark Craig. (Hereinafter "Shift") 
Regarding Claim 1: 

Shift teaches a computer-implemented method for the sorting of check files and 
facilitating the direct distribution of the check files to multiple endpoints, comprising: 

Receiving an unsorted check file comprising check images and related check 

data. (See section titled "Cutting the Check") 

Processing the unsorted check files to create sorted check images and related 
check data in separate sorted check files. (See section titled "Cutting the Check") 

Associating a sorted check file with a corresponding endpoint. (See siBction titled 
"Cutting the Check") 

Directly distributing the sorted check files to their corresponding endpoints for 
presentment for payment from the image and related data. (See section titled "Cutting 
the Check") 
Regarding Claim 2: 
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Shift further teaches the receiving, processing, associating, and directly 
distributing processes are performed by a bank that captures check images of checks 
the bank has accepted for deposit. (See section titled "Cutting the Check") 
Regarding Claim 3: 

Shift further teaches a first bank captures check images of checks the first bank 
has accepted for deposit, and a second bank performs the receiving, processing, 
associating, and directly distributing processes. (See section titled "Cutting the Check") 
Examiner notes second bank can be a bank clearing house. 
Regarding Claim 4: 

Shift further teaches the unsorted check file is provided by an entity that has 
received payment checks and has captured the check images in the check image file. 
(See section titled "Cutting the Check") 
Regarding Claim 5: 

Shift further teaches the endpoints correspond to one or more banks. (See 
section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic 
Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 6: 

Shift further teaches: 

Associating a primary endpoint with a plurality of endpoints. (See section titled 
"Cutting the Check") 

Directly distributing the sorted check files according to the primary endpoint. (See 
section titled "Cutting the Check") 
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Regarding Claim 7: 

Shift further teaches: 

A first sorting of the check images and related check image data according to the 

primary endpolnts. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of 
section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 

A second sorting of the check images and related check image data according to 
the plurality of endpolnts associated with the primary endpoint. (See section titled 
"Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check 
Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 8: 

Shift further teaches the endpolnts are ABA numbers. (See Last paragraph of 
section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing" and second paragraph of 
section titled "Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 9: 

Shift further teaches the directly distributing process comprises a timed batch 
transmission of sorted check files to an electronic address associated with an endpoint. 
(See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as 
Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") Examiner notes the sending of information at 
any time can constitute a timed batch. 
Regarding Claim 10: 
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Shift further teaches the sorted check files conform to one or more electronic 
payment standards. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of 
section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 11: 

The method of Claim 1 further comprising distributing one or more sorted check 
files to a Federal Reserve Bank. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last 
paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 12: 

Shift further teaches storing the cumulative value of the checks transmitted in a 
sorted check file and the endpoint to which the sorted check file is transmitted in a 
reconciliation database. (See section titted "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of 
section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing" and third paragraph of 
section titled "Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 13: 

Shift further teaches storing the cumulative value of the checks received in the 
unsorted check file and an endpoint from which the unsorted check file is received in the 
reconciliation database. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of 
section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 14: 

Shift further teaches generating a report that reconciles a clearing of outbound 
checks versus inbound checks for an endpoint. (See Last paragraph of section titled 
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"Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing" and second and third paragraphs of 
section titled "Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 15: 

Shift teaches a software system stored on one or more computer readable 
media, the software comprising instructions operable to cause one or more computers 
upon execution by the one or more computers to: 

Receive an unsorted check file comprising check images and related check data. 
(See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as 
Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 

Process the unsorted check file to create sorted check images and related check 
data in separate sorted check files. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last 
paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 

Associate each sorted check file with a corresponding endpoint for direct 
distribution to that endpoint. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph 
of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 16: 

Shift further teaches instructions operable to cause one or more computers upon 
execution by the one or more computers to directly distribute the sorted check files to 
their corresponding endpoint for presentment for payment from the image and related 
data. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as 
Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 17: 
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Shift further a system for sorting check files and facilitating the direct distribution 
of the check files to multiple endpoints, comprising: 

Means for causing one or more computers to perform the operation of receiving 
an unsorted check file comprising check images and related check data. (See section 
titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check 
Volume is Increasing") 

Means for causing one or more computers to perform the operation of processing 
the unsorted check file to create sorted check images and related check data in 
separate sorted check files. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph 
of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 

Means for causing one or more computers to perform the operation of 
associating each sorted check files with a corresponding endpoint for direct distribution 
to the endpoint. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section 
titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 18: 

Shift further teaches means for causing one or more computers to perform the 
operation of directly distributing the sorted check files to their corresponding endpoints 
for presentment for payment from the image and related data. (See section titled 
"Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check 
Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 19: 
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Shift teaches a system for processing checks, comprising: 

A sorting computer system comprising a processing system and a memory 
system, the memory system storing processing instructions operable to cause the 
processing system to receive an unsorted check file comprising check images and 
related check data, process the unsorted check file to create sorted check images and 
related check data in separate sorted check files, and associate each sorted check file 
with a corresponding endpoint for direct distribution to the endpoint. (See section titled 
"Cutting the Check" and last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check 
Volume is Increasing") 

A sorting database operable to store endpoint data and sorting specifications and 
accessible by the sorting computer system. (See section titled "Cutting the Check" and 
last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 20: 

Shift further teaches the sorting database comprises a data record structure 
stored in a computer readable medium, the data structure comprising an ABA number 
field, an account number field, an endpoint number field, and a primary ABA field. (See 
Last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing" and 
second paragraph of section titled "Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check 
Image Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 21: 

Shift further teaches the ABA number field in a first data record structure may be 
associated with a primary ABA field in a second data record structure. (See Last 
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paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing" and second 
paragraph of section titled "Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image 
Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 22: 

Shift further teaches: 

a direct distribution computer system comprising a processing system and a 
memory system, the memory system storing processing instructions operable to cause 
the processing system to receive the separate sorted check files and directly distribute 
the separate sorted check files to institutions associated with the conresponding 
endpoints of the separate sorted check files. (See Last paragraph of section titled "Just 
as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 23: 

Shift further teaches the sorting database comprises a data record structure 
stored in a computer readable medium, the data structure comprising an ABA number 
field, an account number field, an endpoint number field, and a primary ABA field, and 
wherein the ABA number field in a first data record structure may be associated with a 
primary ABA field in a second data record structure. (See Last paragraph of section 
titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing" and second paragraph of section 
titled "Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 24: 

Shift further teaches the direct distribution computer system is operable to 
directly distribute the separate sorted check files to institutions associated with the 
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primary ABA field. (See Last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check 
Volume is Increasing" and second paragraph of section titled "Leveraging Prime Pass 
Image Capture for Check Image Exchange" and second and third paragraphs of section 
titled "Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 25: 

Shift further teaches the sorting computer system and the direct distribution 
computer system comprise a single computer system. (See Last paragraph of section 
titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is Increasing") 
Regarding Claim 26: 

Shift further teaches the sorting computer system and the direct distribution 
computer system comprise a plurality of computer systems in communication over a 
computer network. (See Last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check 
Volume is Increasing" and second and third paragraphs of section titled "Leveraging 
Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 
Regarding Claim 27: 

Shift teaches a computer-implemented method for the sorting of check files and 
facilitating the delivery of the check files to multiple endpoints, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

Receiving an unsorted check file of check images; sorting the check images and 
creating related sort data. (See Last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic 
Check Volume is Increasing" and second and third paragraphs of section titled 
"Leveraging Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,334 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3609 

Storing the check images and related sort data for corresponding endpoints into 
endpoint check files. (See Last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check 
Volume is Increasing" and second and third paragraphs of section titled "Leveraging 
Prime Pass Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 

Directly distributing the endpoint check files to the corresponding endpoints for 
presentment. (See Last paragraph of section titled "Just as Electronic Check Volume is 
Increasing" and second and third paragraphs of section titled "Leveraging Prime Pass 
Image Capture for Check Image Exchange") 

Other Potential Art 

4. US Patent 6,996,263 to Jones et al. "Network Interconnected Financial 
Document Processing Devices" filed Jan. 9, 2002. 

5. Public Law 108-100, "Check Clearing for the 21^^ Century Act" found @ 
"http://fnA/ebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi- 

bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=108_cong_publicjaws&docid=f:publ100.108.pdf 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Vezeris whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1580. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-alt. Fridays 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dixon can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infdnnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



James Vezeris 
Patent Examiner 
571-270-1580 



September 12, 2007 




